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FRENCH WOMEN MEETING POST WAR TASKS BRAVELY

Peasant and Middle Class Types Show Sterling Qualities Inbred for
Decades and Handle Problems of Reconstruction With Undaunted
Spirit, Though Outlook Seemed Almost Hopeless---Highly Edu-
cated and Wealthy Doing Their Utmost, Too, Politics and the Hope
for the Franchise Being Forgotten in the Needs of the Moment

ATURALLY the . greatest iu-
terest attaches to the womon

of France in post war cop
ditions, for Franece was the battle-
field and her davghters found thei:
most gigantic efforts were needed
in the toil of reconstruction. In
the servies of articles on women of
war worn Ewrope, written by Mrs
Rovden Havrimen for The New
York Herald, the author o
reached; her climax in these heroie
Frenehwomen who exhibit, shi
says, the great qualities of theis
ancestors: in a  period equally
troubled, that about 1789.

Without bothering with polities
wor striving «for equality in fra-
chise, though she enjoys the on:
and is keen about the other, the
Frenchwoman of to-day is the san
eminently proaetical person she has
always been and her aid in restor-
ing fields and villages to their
former state has gone forward
with efficiency and success.

By MRS. BORDEN HARRIMAN.

spoclal Correspondence ta Tiur New York
HiraLn,
Pagris, Oct. 2.
HE morale of France to-day is very
T high. Paris promises to be once
more the city of glad faces of
which the poet sang in pre-war times.
period when visitors were
that the French were a
superficial mnation, on pleasure and’
not capable of much depth of feeling. This
was probably because the visitors them-
gelves, and especially Americans, came
here seeking only the light side of life,
After the battle of the Marne, however,
People said
doubt the

There wag a
wont to think

bhent

this estimation was changed.

that they could never again
seriousness and intensity of the Fremch
That the French once more
langh and are gay should lead no one into
a reversal of their wartime judgment.
There are those who ean cover much with
 patina of frivolity.

In studying the women of the countries
of Europe, those of France are a great
contrast to all others, Nearly everywhere
else the war did one good thing in emanci-
pating the women and educating them to
their political responsibilities. Here the
women seem to have unprotestingly re.
turned to their pre-war condition, Only a
small group is interested in the suffrage
question, and there is no real fight being
made to secure the vote.

When asked his opinfon of woman suf
frage in 1919, Clemenceau said that he was
in favor of it for every country but France.
He explained that here the peasant women
wounld be voted like sheep by the priests.
Therefore, until the women were free of
clerical domination he could not approve
extending the suffrage to them.

On the other hand, a clever French
woman, in controversion of this idea,
anoted Paul Hervieu to the effect that If
such were the case, the prigsts would have
long ago been leaders in the feminist move-
ment, whereas, on the contrary, they are
its strongest opponents.

Peasant Woman Unchanged
From Pre-Revolutionary Time

Today the middle aged peasant women
are still the peasant women of 1789, They
liave the same lack of education and in.
itiative, the same willingness to slave for
their masters, But a change has come over
the spirit of the dreams of the men. They
have suddenly awakened to the fact that
the town cannot live without the country.
though the country does not need the town
for its existence, .

The peasant is in the pecullar position of
being completely independent of every other
clags. The railroads and other utilities
might cease to function and still he would
continue to exist as nsual. Therefore, one
result of the war has heen a growling an-
tagoniem hetween the iown and the coun-
try. The peasant has made the gesture
of going on strike against the towns.

The people of this class having suffered
terribly In the war are now realizing their
power. The war welghed so heavily uppn
them because of (t belng possible for
their places to be filled by old men and
chilldren. They hal called
back from the front as industrial workers
were, When the nrmistice came few peas
ants were willing to return permanently
te thelr farm work except those who had

never 1o bhe

rge families, whereas 60 per cent. of the
factory workers went back to theiy old
Johs,

Beginning of Cooperation
Noted Among Farmers

The complaint is made on all sldes now
that it is most diMeult to get help on the
land, The young men and women are go
Ing into factories and ao causing s great
ihortage of Inbor in rural districts, In the
old days the whale fumily remalned on the
farm, while now the sons and daughters
come into town, leaving the old people to
work alone,

ANl this notwithstanding the fact that
the farming classes are much the richest
and although the capitalist and Industria)
clnsses are heavily taxed,
nlmost nothing,

There & a weak indieation of the growth
ol un.llrulmu among the pensants, hut there

the farmers pay

N g
i

”
geems little real understanding of such co-
operation as exists among other workers
who are unionized.

An encouraging instance {8 that in the
north of France there is a cooperative so-
clety of about 300 farmers. They make
butter in accordance with the Pastenr sys-
tem on a very large scale. Ten thousand
quarts of milk are produced daily, and
1,100 pounds of butter are made, all of
which is shipped te the large cities.

The same group of f(armers has en-
larged its capital, and has built factories
for the preparation of linen for the spin-
ning mills; this process was formerly car-
ried on in the homes, and was one of
greal drudgery, thereby threatening to de-
crease the growing of flax. With that dif-
ficulty removed, and the mills being rap-
idly recomnstructed, the linen industry will
now hecome greater than before the war.

The French woman, as a general rule,
in her aectivities is essentially what fs
understood by the word feminine. Among
Anglo-Saxon and Teutonie women there
is far more invagion into the affairs of life
that lie outside of the circle of the home.

However, there is a great amount of wel-
fare work carried on by French women in
an inconsplenous way., A large proportion
of the hospitals, and many schools and re-
lief organizations are run by women, who
devote much of their lives to the work and
of whom one never hears,

Does Not Seek Limelight,
But Works With Originality

The French woman does not seek the
limelight, Her energies are large, but
they do not bring her. individually into

@ prominence from which the customs and
traditions of her race would tend to ex-
clude her,

The training of & French girl, and the
ideas with which she is imbued from child-
hood, are essentially those of a eivilization
which has always regarded the seclusion of
the Individual woman as a fundamental
necessity,  She shares equally with the
men of her race that gift of original con-
ception which is one of the powers of
French thought,

That the world turns to France as the
arbiter of taste is due primarily to the
French woman. That the whole world
Noeks to Paris to buy its clothes is a apon-
taneous tribute to her that needs no com-
ment. She has a native sense of propor-
tion and color and a gift for combination
that the despair of women of other
aations.  This 18 cultivated In the schools,
where the study of design is mnde a very
important o se, nand where prizes ara
given for originality in designing such
everyday things ns hats and shoes, tables
and chairs, .

In her hmne lite, In which after all
women must prove and forge the national
character, the French woman Is essentinlly

o devoted and afectionate mother and
wife, and nowhere in the world is there
more community of Interest In financial

matters betwoen hushand and wife than
Franee

In a nation so given to small Individual
enterprise, and where commercial com-
hination is relatively so little known, the
haring of business responsibiiities be-
tween husband and wite Is very general,
Where Monslear has a shop, one generally
linds Madame, In addition to her family

duties, in her place behind the cash regils-

there iz in

ter, keeping a shurp eve on the details of
trade,

In rural life she does an immense
amount of heavy work, and in the fields
she labors shoulder to shoulder with the
man, In political matters the bulk of
French women have a rather detached
viewpoint: With their intense patriotism
and family feeling, they take a vivid inter-
est in anything that affecta their beloved
country or their families; but they dls-
play little energy or interest in the polit-
ical activitles of women as a separate
urganization, >

Radical in Politics
When They Take Interest

And in cases where they do break away
from woman's established sphere and be-
come active politically they take, ns a
rule, a very radical stand. An American
woman married for many vears to a
Frenchman -has said that in America one
can be the mother of a family, a member
of the golf clu) and a political leader all
at the same time—but that in France one
must take one's choice of the various des-
tinies and eliminate the others.

But things even as deeply rooted in na-
tional life as the conservatism of French
women have heen shaken loose by the war,
and in many directions since 1614 the
women have ventured into new fields and
avinced new interest in old oneg, In mod-
ern welfare work there has been a great
accesslon of energy. Many women have
taken up with enthusiasm the ideas of so-
clal service demonstrated by the great wel-
fare prganizations during the war, and are
striving to spread their influence among
the French people. These progressive
women are keen to know the latest devel-
opments in soclal work.

Curious Islands TAli_—OVer the

T Yamagata, Japan, there |s a small
lake called the Lake of the Floating
Islands, which is sald to contain as

A

many as sixty islands that change their
positlon constantly. ‘The (slands, which
move firat one way and then the other, start
from masses of vegotable débris that are
carried to the surface by bubbles of goas:
reeds soon grow on these masses In such
quantity that they sometimes bBecome top-

heavy and overturn, In that cnse the reeds
grow on the newly exposed side, until
islands have become s0 decp and wide tant
they will no longer turn over. Peof. Kusa-
knbe of the Tohoku Tmperial University sl

severnl associntes  have Investigated the
mysterlous  movementg of  these fNoating
inlands. By placing wooden fonts o the

Inke to showe«the sltuntion and Jdhre ctiom of
the various currents these gentlemen found
that the combined action of currents of alr
and water Is what makes the iglands move,

About ten yenrs ngo n new island wae
roported in  that eurlous Hogoslof Group
among the Aleutinne off the western ex-

tremity of Alaska. This one suddenly roge
through seventy fathoms of water and far
above, and Its rlee was accompanled by an
earthgquake that shook Unalaska and Duteh
Harbor.

(e of the most remackable syents In the
history of this mysterlons cluater occurred
in 1807, O July that officers of
the revenue cutter MeCulloch made o survey
of & mountain, then simoking Cuming

“

How the French women are carrying on in reconstruction times: A relief station in northern France
where children are fed and clothed. In the oval is the Princess de Polignac, who is doing much to ad-
vance women's interests in France,

o

This picture of French peasant
women in the field is reminiscent of
Millais's famous painting., At right is
a characteristic peasant, cheerful de-
spite the war's devastation.

Mme. Maurice de Wendel, wife of, the
great steel manutucturer, whose husban:
Is in America stud¥ing manufacturing sys-
tems, {8 accompanying him to study our
welfare work among women and children
Many womeén of the land owning class
have initiated progressive methods of so-
cial service In the country towns near
thelr estates.

Countess de Viel Castel, whose chateau
is in the department of the Eure, has in-
augurated in her vicinity a very aetive
welfare organization comprising a systen
of visiting nurses and cookery clagses and
sewing classes for girls.

The Princess de Paix has a hospital for
orphans left tubercular by the hardships
of the war and the Princess de Pollgnac
and the Marquise de Noailles have each
inltiated welfare work on a large scale,

Work of Reconstruction

A Great Human Drama

In the north of France is the great
human drama of the Reconstruetion. It
is there that the deep love of country, that
glorified France during the ecataclysm of
the war is continning to manifest itself,
The fundamental attribute of the nation,
the love of the French peasant for the
pateh of land on which he was born and
where he worked out his destiny, is there

ws though from its exertion in rising vol-
canleally from the sea among the Aleutian
Telands, It was reported in the survey that
the peak was 2,000 feet through Ity bage and
405 feet high, Ome of the surveying party,
It I= sald, wanted the mountain to he named
“Independende Motntaln® In honor of the
day the survey was, made, but it was chris-
tenisd “MeCulloch Peak.” A Tittle more than
three months later the MeCulloch agrain vis-
itedd the place and found that the peak of
the =ame name had totully disappeared,
The reglon ih which thie extraordinury
event oceurred hos long engaged the atten-

tion of scilentists and Is in fact one of the
strangest locallties on earth, There seems
t be proceeding there a sorteof continuwous
performance of the character of a  geps
graphical vaudeville show, in which Nature
pusumes the o of quick’ chauge nrilet,
These startling changes are sald to be due

to the nétlon of the Bogoslof Voleauw, In the
Alsutinn Tslands, This voleano was discov
ered about 1700 by a Russian admiral of thai
name, and it then constituted n single island,
now ealled Castle 1sland,

It I now conjectured that these Islunds
wore probably thrown up by a deep sea
voleano, which may thus be rvegorded, both
liternlly and flgurativels a= at the bottom
of all welrd natural phenomena in this
region, Sugveys made by revenue cutters
ehow that the |slands must hove come from
groat depths, the thousand Tathom oorve
being leas than four miles to the northwest

During the winter of 1905-1006 thore ap-

peared o new penk oboul halfway hetween

S

turning to reconstruction the energies
lately so poteut in defence.

Besides the material side of this gues-
tion the clearing of flelds and rebuilding
of houses, villages and towns, there is a
spiritual reconstruction in which the very
soul of the nation is made manifest. Even
where the people are still living in mere
makeshift homes, in dugouts and shacks
of corrugated fron, theéy have reconstituted
all the old customs and habits of happler
times before the great Aesolation.

Where the old things asound which cus-
toms centred have heen destroyed, they
have attempted substitutes, determined to

O

the old Islands,. When this peak develop
it formed connection with Fire Island, and
left o passage between it and Castle Rock
in which the least depth of water was five
futhoms, This peak was surveyed by officers
of the revenue cutter Perry in June, 1006,
and was named Pérry Peak, The mysterious
flnrd  surveyed on <JJuly 4, 1007, by the
MeCulloch's officers wax then, as hax been
sald, giving forth sulphurous fumes, showing
its rocont voleanie origin, This peak had
nbgorbed in ite uplift about hall of Perry
Peak and had filled in the epace to Castle
Nock, thus making practically ene island 1‘)&9

the group, Tt Is thought that this pes
exploded on Beptember 1, 1807, as at 5 o'clock
.M, n dense black cloud  passed over
Unnlaska laland, covering the lmnd with
nshes

Some yeoars ago the revenue culter Rush

visited this island and found great changes,
Perry Peak having disappenred. A high
ridge of land extended from Fire Island to
Castle Rock, having.an elevation of three
hundred feet at its highest pbint; the en-
trance fo the harbor near Castle Rook had
filled ini high land was formed to the west-
northwest, near Fire Island., The navigntor
of the Rush made a survey of the harbor
as It then existed and found It to be one
mile across, with {rom four to twenty-flve
fathoms of water. The shore to thé south
war steaming. Although the reporte of thes:

surveys read progaleally enough, onhe i
caglly pleture the danger of surveving o
locality likely to break out In o destructive
eruption pt any thme,

B

revive the thoughts and feelings of the old
life- even though its outward symbols are
yvet to be rebuilt.

This drama of reconstruction is an illus-
tration on an immense scale of that ele-
ment that makes of France a stable nation.
Her varied political history and the emo-
tions and volatile nature of her people
had caused France, before .1914, to be con-
sidered as somewhat undependable among
the nations, this vindication during the
war of her glorious stability being ex-
plained day by day by these French peas-
ants, who with little besides love in their
hearts, and the strength of their hands,
face an Incredible destruction which they,
with the sympathy of the whole world, ar
going to build again into the semblan:.
of their beloved France.

The reconstruction
northern France is quite extraordinar:.
and the French are generous in voicin
their appreciation of the part played b
Americans in this great work. One woman
expresses the opinion that the American
women have done much to stabilize the
morale of France. She sald she though!
their example of unselfish work had eut,k |
very deep, and would be even more ret;'{or.‘
nized in the future. She quoted Rernan
to illustrate her point:

“La memoire des hommes est un imper-
ceptible trait du sillon que chaqu'un de
nous trace aw sein de Uinfind”

accomplished i1

Argonne Association Work
Is of Prime Importance

One American organization, the Argonne
Association, Is arousing much interest at
the moment. It was originally established
by the Hed Cross to provide home and
family life fof the French child who has
no parents; to insure his health; to edu
cate him and train him to earn his liveli-
hood, and to develop his character that he
may became an upright and useful citizen
The aim of the association is to do thes
things so economically and well that other
will follow its example.

There are a milllon children here who
have been deprived by the war of their
source of protection and support because
their fathers laid down their lives for |
France. On the fate of these orphans de
pends, to a great extent, the future of
France, with all that France means to clv-
ilization. ' Children of all ages are cared
for, from early infancy to adolescence.

The “Cerele dex Enfants” is situated
about fifteen miles from Paris and cares
for children under 4 vears of age. These
infants are placed in carefully selected’ §
families: a trained nurse resides in the
town and supervises their homes, their
feeding and their health. The “Culonic

Familiale™ provides home care in the coun- g
try for children from 4 to 14 vears of age.
It is located at Dun-sur-Auron, south of
Bourges. Here in the clean homes of this
guaint old town these orphans live ke
other children: they share the family life,
they go to school dressed like their s-honol
fellows. There is nothing to distinonigh
them frem children who have futhers and
mothers to care for them.

Vocational Training, Too.
After Studies Are Endel

e “Coun gives voca-
tional training to the Argonne boys and
girle who have finished their studies; the
boys are trained to he farmers and ‘the
girls to be housewives, gardeners, drass.
makers, milliners, &ec,

For the training of the boyvs the asgooi-
ation Is making use of the Farm Schools
of the Ministry of Agriculture,

Fionlly, the Argonne Assoclation sayvs
that its purpose fs not only to help war
orphans in France, bt also to make its |
work contribute toward the better care of
children througliout the world, : .

And what of disarmament? As with the |
Belgians, so is it with the French: they
cannot” shake off their fear of another (n.
vagion. They have no confidence in Ger-
many's word or ifitentions. They clalm
that they are not militaristic, but must
protect themselves, One thing (s certaln:
There will be no reduction of armaments
here unless some gunrantee s given the
French that other countries will come to
her wid In cage of need

A Apprentivsanis




